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I was fortunate enough to attend the Partners in the Park visit to Denali, Alaska.  This experience was beyond all my expectations.  I have traveled to various places in the United States over my lifetime, and have enjoyed experiencing the different paces that people live in their environment.  So when I arrived in Fairbanks in the middle of the night two huge bears in glass cases welcomed me.  Then I stepped outside to a completely quiet atmosphere.  There was no traffic; there was a beautiful sky that was just at dusk, even though in reality it was after midnight.  Coming from New York City this was heaven.  To be able to think and breathe for more than a quick moment felt wonderful.


The next day began our adventure.  We were welcomed at Denali National Park by our hosts, the Park Rangers.  When I imagine a park ranger, I had always imagined someone driving around making sure the guests of the parks were not too loud, or messy.  These park rangers immediately put that assumption to rest.  From the moment we met the rangers they began giving us the lessons that I will take with me for a lifetime.  The rangers taught us about the land, and the animals, and how to do our part to care for them.  They also taught us about how the land and animals take care of our environment and us.


The rangers even when not with us continued to care for our group.  They made sure we were warm, and fed, and safe throughout our trip even if they were not right next to us.  This care and kindness was not just limited to the rangers.  Every person that we met during our time in Alaska showed the same care.  A lot of the people we met, their first questions were “are you warm enough? Are you hungry?”  Now I have lived in New York my whole life, and I have actually never had a complete stranger care for my well being so much.


On this trip our leaders Todd and Matt also assisted in teaching us how to take the time to slow down and appreciate what we were seeing.  Now this is no easy task with young kids, but our talks individually and in groups at the end of the night made us stop and talk about what we appreciated most about our day, while also hearing others thoughts.  By discussing with each other our personal experiences of each day we increased our appreciation of each day, I now had sixteen other sets of eyes working to take in this beautiful place with me.  


Todd and Matt had taught me something about patience as well on this trip.  They had a calming nature about them that was hard to rattle.  They dealt with the ups and downs of every situation.  When it poured at Wonder Lake before we set camp, they were able to rally us together and help us make the decisions that needed to be made on our own.  When someone hit a point of cold and tired and just needing to complain, they were able to sit listen and not make them feel like they were ridiculous.  I can only hope that I will learn this patience someday, and will be able to be in these situations where I can help others.


My time in Denali, Alaska was honestly the best time of my life.  I worked hard; I was tired, cold, and dirty.  I also have never felt better in my whole life.  I feel that this experience gave me the chance to step outside of all I know and breathe.  I was able to fully relax, and experience the gifts god gave me.  This beautiful land, and the beautiful people that I met while I was there.  I will take this experience with me wherever I go.  I hope that my future travels will be able to open other wonderful experiences for me, but I have to say it would be tough to top this one.  Alaska and the people I went with were completely amazing! 


The North Eastern Region Honors Council helped me in being able to have this wonderful experience.  They provided scholarship assistance that I would not have been able to afford as a college student.  College is the time in life where students should make use of their resources and get out in the world, and the North Eastern Region Honors Council has proven to be a wonderful resource to utilize.

