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	For most of my life I have dreamed of exploring the backcountry of Alaska. The thought of unpolluted, untouched terrain, unharmed habitats thrills me to my very core.  I was very fortunate to have been offered an opportunity to explore Denali, Alaska through the Partners in the Parks program and the scholarship that I received through the Northeast Regional Honors Council. Without that assistance I could never have made the trip.  Camping in the Alaskan backcountry is an experience that will remain with me for my entire life.
	As an Earth Science Education major, I am fascinated by the geology of Alaska. Throughout the trip I took many pictures of the terrain.  I plan on using my experienced in Alaska to help my students better understand the concepts in Earth Science. For example, while standing in the middle of a great field I had many mountains in my sight.  Across from me was a set of mountains making a “V” shaped valley. This kind of valley was formed by a stream cutting through the rock, and eroding a “V” into the walls of the valley. I took a picture of the “V” shaped valley to show my future students what a valley created by a stream or a river would look like in real life, not just a textbook diagram.  Behind me was a “U” shaped valley. “U” shaped valleys are formed by glaciers. I also took a picture of this valley so that my students can see the comparison of the two different shaped valley formations. 
	While on the trip I had the privilege of seeing a real glacier. I hiked up the glacier and stood at the top.  I took many pictures of the glacier to show my students. Glaciers carry a great load of rocks with them. As the glacier travels the rocks get eroded. Glacial erosion creates very angular rocks. We also walked along many rivers and streams. River erosion creates very smooth rounded rocks. I took a picture of glacial rocks and river rocks for my students to compare as well.  
	I cannot wait to share my Alaskan Experience with my students. I believe that this trip has given me wisdom and experience that I will share with my students. They will not be able to get the same stories, photos, or enthusiasm from a textbook.  
