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by Pavel Goriacko 

This trip was a very enriching experience; I feel like similar trips should be a part of every person's education. Having never been out West before, my eyes were opened to a new kind of geography, climate, nature, and lifestyle. I am glad that I got to experience the West for the first time this way. I could have just went to a major city and stayed in a hotel room for a week. Instead, I lived in close contact with nature around the Black Canyon. This helped me not only understand but experience how geography and climate affect lifestyle and culture of people in the region.

The dry climate and high mountain altitude were a complete different environment than the one I'm used to, having lived all my life at sea-level with a good amount of rainfall. The climate primarily made me realize the importance of water, which all my life I took for granted. Of course, as I later learned, water is one of the most important issues facing the West right now. The program included extensive discussions about the role of water in the West, which ranged from building dams to water rights to native vegetation (growing native sagebrush instead of green grass on lawns). This opened my eyes up to a major problem affecting the territory that takes up about half of The United States. I knew that we're facing problems such as global warming and pollution, which relate to our increasing demand for natural resources, but I was completely oblivious to water issues. Recently, I read an article in the Wall Street Journal entitled "In Arid West, Thirsty Lawns Get Cut from Plans",� which related to designing new lawns in Colorado that would conserve water usage. I felt great being able to fully understand the issues presented in the article, which I would be completely oblivious to before the trip. I felt like my knowledge of the world has expanded thanks to the trip. 

Another thing that I learned on this trip is the importance of national parks and their role in American culture. It feels great to be exposed to this amazing resource available to the public which so few people take advantage of. In fact, this inspired me to visit other national parks, because they're among the most beautiful and culturally enriching sites in America. Furthermore, they come with a lot of history that even goes back to before they were allocated to public use as national parks. Near the Black Canyon, we visited an archaeological site where they were excavating traces of winter homes of the Ute Native Americans. I realized that these parks carry the history of America in them that has been preserved from human exploitation. Overall, this was a program that brought me tremendous enlightenment and inspired me to visit the other national parks, all of which I would never get to without having this opportunity presented to me by Partners in the Parks.
