
 

 

 

Annapolis Old Town—Historical Intersections of 
 White and Black Lives  

 
Questions to guide your reading, thinking, and walking: 

1. Since the early 18
th

 century, about a third of Annapolis’s residents have 

been African or of African descent.  As you walk around the historic 

downtown area of town, do you believe a third of the downtown 

population today is African-American? Where do you think African 

Americans might have lived downtown in the past? How does where they 

might have lived relate to what you think they might have done for a 

livelihood? Where do you think most of this third of Annapolis’s 

population lives today?   

2. With an African-American president thirty miles away in Washington, 

DC, local tourism officials think Annapolis may be able to attract more 

African and African-American tourists to the area. As you walk around 

town, think about the major tourist attractions and consider whether they 

have particular appeal to white, black, or mixed audiences. Should tourism 

destinations be promoted to specific racial, cultural, or gender groups? 

3. The statue grouping at the head of City Dock featuring Alex Haley reading 

to children and the adjacent Story Wall, with quotations from Haley’s 

Roots, is one of the most visited tourist attractions in the State of 

Maryland. Why do you think this is the case? Do you think the statue 

grouping and Story Wall appeal to blacks more than whites, to all racial 

groups equally, or to different racial groups differently? 

 These questions come to you courtesy of Dr. Gregory Stiverson, 

noted historian and preservationist, who will join us for our City-

as-Text wrap up. 

 

Please bring this page with you to the conference 
and on your City-as-Text experience. You may 
want to bring the whole file to guide your walk. 
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Begin at City Dock 

 

City Dock is the heart of the historic district and of the colonial seaport that has been the 

capital of Maryland since 1695. From here you can see across the Severn River to 

Greenbury Point, site of the first English settlement in Anne Arundel County; across the 

Chesapeake Bay to Kent Island, the first English settlement in Maryland; and across Spa 

Creek to the "Maritime Republic of Eastport," an area annexed to Annapolis in 1951. The 

dock area and adjoining Market Space can be the starting point for several walking tours 

of Annapolis . . . [the Spa Creek side of the city; the central core leading from Market 

Space up the State House and beyond; and the Severn River side of town. This text 

focuses on the central core]. 

 

During the colonial period, the Bay with its many navigable tributaries made the whole 

tidewater region accessible to ships from Great Britain. Because most planters used their 

own wharfs to export tobacco and to import European goods, there was no need for a 

large seaport like Boston, Philadelphia, or Charleston. Annapolis' importance and growth 

depended on its role as seat of Maryland's government. 

 

Before the Revolution, there were fewer than 1,500 people in Annapolis, yet it was the 

center of wealth, culture, and crafts until the 1770s, when it was surpassed by Baltimore. 

Despite the city's small size, visitors were impressed with its genteel society and the 
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speed with which Annapolitans adopted the latest English fashions. 

 

Today the dock is known as "ego alley," the place where boat owners show off as they 

pass in review before Annapolitans and visitors. But this harbor is also a working port, as 

it has been since the seventeenth century. Crab boats use it in the summer and oystermen 

during the winter months. If you walk along the north side of city dock to Susan 

Campbell Park, you'll find a National Park Service-sponsored Gateways Program exhibit 

that highlights the relationship of the city to the Bay since its initial settlement. 

 

The area surrounding city dock has been a focus of activity for over three hundred years. 

During the colonial period, ships docking here included slavers bringing captive Africans 

for sale to local planters. Perhaps the best known slave brought to America was Kunta 

Kinte, whose story was told by his descendant, Alex Haley, in the book Roots. You can 

see a bronze plaque commemorating that event in the brick pavement near the water's 

edge. Dedicated by Alex Haley in September 1981, the plaque memorializes Kunta Kinte 

and honors the struggle against adversity of all people who arrived in America in 

bondage. A nearby sculpture depicts Haley reading to a group of children and a series of 

ten bronze plaques on the adjacent wall contain messages based on themes of 

reconciliation and healing taken from Roots. Across Market Space, next to the Market 

House, the sidewalk contains an inlaid granite compass rose, whose bronze centerpiece 

contains a world map with Annapolis at its center. A nearby display provides more 

information about each element of the memorial. (by Beth Rubin) 

 

Pause for more on the Alex Haley Sculpture and Foundation 
 

 

 
 

A memorial to Alex Haley, the author of "Roots," is located in the heart of Annapolis.    

http://dc.about.com/od/getawaydestinations/ig/Annapolis-Photo-Gallery-

/AlexHaleyMemorial.htm  

 

 

 

http://dc.about.com/od/getawaydestinations/ig/Annapolis-Photo-Gallery-/AlexHaleyMemorial.htm
http://dc.about.com/od/getawaydestinations/ig/Annapolis-Photo-Gallery-/AlexHaleyMemorial.htm
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History 

The Beginning: The "Roots" of The Kunta Kinte -Alex Haley Foundation  

 

Alex Haley first learned of his African ancestor, Kunta Kinte, while living with his 

maternal grandparents in Henning, Tennessee. According to family history, Kunta Kinte 

landed with other slaves in "Naplis."  

 

After years of research, Alex's quest to uncover his family history led him to Annapolis, 

Maryland, where it is believed that the African, Kunta Kinte, a Gambian, arrived aboard 

the cargo ship Lord Ligonier on September 29, 1767.   Kunta Kinte and many of his 

descendants spent their lives in slavery. But the indomitable spirit of Alex Haley's 

ancestors and their strong sense of family helped them survive slavery and its aftermath.  

 

Alex began telling his story at a time of great racial tension. His mission was to infuse 

pride in his people, many of whom knew only that their ancestors had been enslaved.  

 

The resulting book Roots and the television mini-series struck a responsive chord with 

millions of people around the world. By the end of the 1977 mini-series broadcast, three 

out of every four American households with televisions were tuned into the program. 

 The book, Roots, published three years prior to the series in a condensed version by 

Reader's Digest, won the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book award. Since then, the 

book has been published in 37 languages.  

 

Alex Haley died unexpectedly in 1992, but the international story of Kunta Kinte and 

Roots lives on.   http://www.kintehaley.org/foundationhistory.html  Accessed February 7, 

2009 

The Kunta Kinte-Alex Haley Memorial 
 

The Kunta Kinte-Alex Haley Memorial commemorates the place of arrival of Alex 

Haley's African ancestor, Kunta Kinte, to the New World, as told in the book Roots. It is 

located in Annapolis, Maryland at the head of the City's harbor. 

This Memorial is the only memorial in the United States that commemorates the actual 

name and place of arrival of an enslaved African. It portrays in word and symbol Alex 

Haley's vision for national racial reconciliation and healing, and symbolizes in Kunta 

Kinte and his descendants the triumph of the human spirit in very difficult times.  

The Memorial includes a sculpture group of a seated Alex Haley reading from a book on 

his lap to three children of different ethnic backgrounds.  

As he stretches his hand toward the Chesapeake Bay, he tells his family's story and the 

story of the Annapolis port, a symbolic Ellis Island for African Americans. 

Phase I of the Memorial construction was completed in 1997. It includes a ramp, 

foundation for the sculpture, and installation of a pedestal for the original 

http://www.kintehaley.org/foundationhistory.html
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commemorative bronze plaque dedicated to Kunta Kinte and his forefathers in 1981. 

Phase II, the sculpture group, was unveiled and dedicated on December 9, 1999.  

Phase III, (the final phase) was dedicated in the Spring of 2002. It consists of an inlaid 

granite and bronze 14-foot diameter compass rose, special seating and lighting, a "Story 

Wall" with 10 bronze engraved plaques, web cameras, and an informational kiosk. 

It is envisioned that the Kunta Kinte-Alex Haley Memorial will be the catalyst and focal 

point for renewed interest in genealogy, history, and the arts. It is in an area currently 

visited by nearly a million people a year.   http://www.kintehaley.org/memorial.html  

Accessed February 7, 2009 

Research 

The Foundation conducts and encourages education and research focusing on the history 

and culture of African Americans. One major emphasis is on uncovering stories and data 

about slave and free African Americans in Maryland prior to 1864, when slaves in the 

state were set free by State legislation. During slavery, Maryland had the largest number 

of free African Americans of any state in the union. 

http://www.kintehaley.org/foundationresearch.html  Accessed February 7, 2009 

Kunta Kinte  

According to research done by Alex Haley, Kunta Kinte was an African from The 

Gambian town of Jufferee. According to Haley family history he was sold into slavery in 

a town called "Naplis." 

Haley's research identified a slave ship, the Lord Ligonier, which salied from Gambia 

River, July 5, 1767, with 140 captured Gambians. It arrived in Annapolis, Maryland on 

September 29, 1767, with only 98 survivors. Haley believed one of those survivors was a 

seventeen-year-old Kunta Kinte. 

The Africans were sold into slavery on October 7, according to an advertisement in the 

Maryland Gazette newspaper. 

http://www.kintehaley.org/memorial.html
http://www.kintehaley.org/foundationresearch.html
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Advertisement in the October 1, 1767 Maryland 

Gazette Newspaper, announcing the arrival of the slave 

ship. 

Kinte would have been purchased at the ship or in one of the local inns or resturants. He 

was then taken to a farm in Virginia where he continued his American heritage. 

Kinte's arrival in Annapolis is symbolic of the slave trade era when millions of African 

men, woman and children were captured and sent to the New World. They endured the 

horrors of the "Middle Passage" — the Atlantic crossing in which Africans were packed 

into the holds of ships for months, many dying en route. 

Kinte survived to tell his story — a story that was shared by his descendent Alex Haley in 

the book Roots. http://www.kintehaley.org/rootskintebio.html  Accessed Feb, 7, 2009 

For more information, see:  http://www.kintehaley.org/     

Continuing the walking tour . . . . 
If you stand anywhere along Market Space and scan around the waterfront, you'll see a 

panorama of three hundred years of Annapolis architecture. The building located at the 

intersection of Main and Compromise Streets was once a warehouse, confiscated from its 

Loyalist owner, Daniel Dulany, during the Revolution for storage of food supplies for the 

Revolutionary troops. Nearly destroyed by a devastating waterfront fire in 1790, the 

building was rebuilt by 1810 and housed the store of George and John Barber. The other 

end of the block was the site of the bakery in which the fire started. Rebuilt immediately, 

99 Main became the store of merchant Lewis Neth in the early nineteenth century and 

will soon lead a new life as a center for Annapolis history operated by Historic Annapolis 

Foundation. The adjacent bank building is a modern structure carefully designed to 

enhance the 18th-century Georgian building next door. Across Main Street, the early 

http://www.kintehaley.org/rootskintebio.html
http://www.kintehaley.org/
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20th-century store built by merchant Aaron Lee Goodman, whose name is still carved 

across the top of his building, dominates the corner of Main and Market Space. The 

restored 1858 Market House stands at the head of the dock and beyond it is Middleton 

Tavern, one of several buildings in town that once housed a colonial tavern. 

In the eighteenth century, inns or taverns ("ordinaries" in the language of the day) were 

places where residents and visitors gathered to do business, discuss politics, and 

socialize. They housed social clubs, held auctions, posted tobacco and wheat prices, 

provided offices for itinerant physicians and dentists, served as post offices for hand-

carried letters, and hosted balls and traveling entertainments. Horatio Samuel Middleton 

first leased this Market Space property in 1743. Later named "The Sign of the Duke of 

Cumberland," the tavern was the meeting place of gentlemen's clubs, such as the 

fashionable Jockey Club and the Tuesday Club, and saw Washington, Jefferson, and 

other prominent men as guests. Middleton also ran a ferry service to the eastern shore, 

operated a shipyard, and carried on a general merchandise business from the tavern. 

 

The Central Core 

 

If you walk away from the water, around the left end of the Market House, you can 

approach the State House by one of the town's most picturesque streets. Cornhill and 

adjoining Fleet Streets (named after streets in the City of London) look much as they did 

in the late eighteenth century, except at that time the street surface was merely dirt, not 

pavement. Tradesmen and craftsmen leased the modest buildings, which housed several 

taverns and shops of local artisans. At 37-39 Cornhill, John Brewer operated a tavern and 

a dry goods business. Records show that Thomas Jefferson bought gloves, salt, and 

cotton stockings from Brewer in the winter of 1783-1784. After St. John's College 

opened, Brewer's widow Susannah rented rooms to students. In the 19th century, the 

house was divided into two units, both privately owned. Notice the plaques beside the 

doors. Historic Annapolis Foundation has placed these markers, which are color-coded to 

identify date of construction, on buildings of architectural importance throughout the city. 

The red color that you see here designates the 18th-century colonial period. 

 

African-American Heritage in the Historic District of Annapolis 

During the 19th century, African-Americans comprised one-third of the population in 

Annapolis. Prior to the Civil War, Maryland had more free African-American citizens 

than any other state, approximate 43%. In Annapolis, about 400 of the city's 4000 

inhabitants were free blacks and, of those, forty owned real property. Their legacy 

survives in written records and in cultural resources throughout the city's historic district 

and is revealed on maps, at archaeological sites, and in the surviving buildings.  

Since 1992, the City of Annapolis' Historic Preservation Commission and the Maryland 

Historical Trust have sponsored an intensive survey of historic buildings within the 

district to document in full previously uninvestigated properties, determine the 

development and character of neighborhoods, and identify African-American sites and 

geographic neighborhoods within the historic district. While the city and state recognize 

the many important African-American sites and neighborhoods throughout Annapolis 

http://www.ci.annapolis.md.us/boards_info.asp?page=1699&board=1506
http://www.marylandhistoricaltrust.net/
http://www.marylandhistoricaltrust.net/
http://www.marylandhistoricaltrust.net/
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and Anne Arundel County, the criteria for this survey limits it to standing structures 

within the historic district. Initial results, while not yet comprehensive, show clusters of 

African-American residences integrated into several neighborhoods throughout the city 

before and after the Civil War. The Clay and West Street areas had the highest number of 

black households. However, Market, Duke of Gloucester, Cornhill, Pinkney, East and 

Fleet Streets provided a variety of housing for the city's black population.  

The survey findings confirm demographic studies and complement the results of recent 

archaeological investigations that preceded major construction projects. These range from 

the Gott's Court Garage site the the Anne Arundel County Courthouse block. Originally a 

small development of rental rowhouses between West and Northwest Streets, Gott's 

Court was constructed by 1908, reflecting the increased demand for housing among the 

black population. The Clay Street neighborhood to the west provided the principal 

religious, educational and recreational facilities for the African-American community. It 

included the Stanton School on West Washington Street, Asbury Methodist Church on 

West Street, St. Phillips Episcopal Church on Northwest Street, and Mt. Moriah A.M.E. 

Church on Franklin Street. Fraternal organizations, such as the 130-year-old Universal 

Lodge #14, F.&A.M., also established homes here. Mt. Moriah is now the Banneker-

Douglass Museum, the official repository of African- American material culture for 

Maryland. Built in 1874, the building was placed on the National Register of Historic 

Places in 1973 and dedicated as the Banneker-Douglass Museum in 1984.  

Other late 19th century and early 20th century neighborhoods appear on the Sanborn Fire 

Insurance Maps. An enclave on Newman Street near St. Mary's had its own school. Bellis 

Court occupied land south of the County Courthouse, close to Mt. Moriah Church. Like 

Gott's Court and areas near the Naval Academy, these simple frame tenements were 

demolished as the office needs of a growing government expanded.  

At Duke of Gloucester and Market Streets near City Hall, several prominent black 

families acquired property, raised families and pursued professions. From this 

neighborhood, they contributed to the growth of their community and its culture. As late 

as the 1920s, a violin instructor, a chiropodist, a florist and a caterer continued to 

represent the black professional community in homes on Market Street, reflecting a trend 

begun in the mid-19th century when two "free persons of color," William H. Butler and 

John Maynard, purchased property on Duke of Gloucester and Market Streets.  

 William H. Butler House 

According to Anne Arundel County Land Records, in 1863 William H. Butler, "a free 

person of color" purchased 148 Duke of Gloucester Street, a recently built, stylish 

example of the urban Italianate townhouse, one of the few in the city. A builder and 

landowner, Butler was one of the wealthiest free blacks in the city in 1860. He served on 

the Annapolis City Council from 1873 to 1875, becoming the first African-American in 

Maryland to be elected to public office. He continued to purchase and develop property 

into the 1880s, particularly on Market Street. Between 1885 and 1890, he built five frame 

rowhouses as rental properties, providing a legacy for his six children. Two lots, now 
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121-123 Market, he sold to the Maryland Colored Baptist Congregation for a church, part 

of which is incorporated in today's existing duplex. William H. Butler, Sr. died a wealthy 

man in 1892. His wife Sarah remained in the house, and it stayed in the Butler family 

until 1922. Their son William H. Butler, Jr., also served on the Annapolis City Council 

from 1893 to 1897.  

Maynard-Burgess House 

Home of two successive African-American families from 1847 to 1900, the Maynard-

Burgess House, across from City Hall on Duke of Gloucester Street, is a tribute to the 

aspirations of the free black population of Annapolis in the 1800s. John Maynard 

purchased the property on Duke of Gloucester from James Iglehart in 1847, "with 

buildings." Architectural evidence indicates that what Maynard bought may have been, at 

least in part, an outbuilding dating to the late 18th century that had been moved to the 

site. During the next ten years Maynard improved the property, expanding the three-bay, 

story and a half structure to a full two-story dwelling with two front entrances, dormers 

and a massive central brick chimney. By 1860, the property had nearly tripled in value.  

 John Maynard was born a free black in Maryland about 1811 and died in Annapolis in 

1875. Maynard's life was a deeply responsible and public one. Between 1834 and 1845, 

he purchased and freed his wife, her daughter and his mother-in-law. His improvements 

to the house suggest that he may have provided a home for other family members. David 

Maynard, an unidentified relative, and also a free black, lived with his family in the house 

adjacent to John Maynard's house.  

Listed as a waiter in the 1860 census, Maynard may have worked at the City Hotel on 

Main and Conduit Streets, less than a block from his residence. Further evidence of John 

Maynard's financial status and community responsibility can be found at Old Mt. Moriah 

A.M.E. Church on Franklin Street. A leader in the church, he donated funds for a stained 

glass window when the church was built in 1874. John Maynard died in 1876. The 

inventory of his personal estate, appraised by his neighbor William H. Butler, provides a 

room-by-room description of his home, complete with a formal "Front Room."  

Maynard descendants held on to the property and operated it as aboarding house until 

1914 when Willis Burgess, a resident, purchased it. Hisfamily owned it until 1990. Later 

archaeological investigations have shown that the families joined the transition to 

Victorian consumerism, chasing more processed foods and beverages as well as typic!al 

mass-produced tableware. In the early 1990s, Port of Annapolis, a private developer of 

historic properties, attempted to renovate the structure~for resale. Recognizing its historic 

significance, they transferred ownership to the City of Annapolis. With grants from the 

City and the Maryland Historical Trust, Historic Annapolis Foundation, the designated 

restoration agent, is working to restore the property as a house museum depicting 19th 

century African-American life in Annapolis.  
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East Street 

Northeast of Main Street, African-Americans found rental and ownership opportunities 

along East and Fleet Streets. Although both streets were fully platted by the late 1700s, 

extensive subdivision did not begin until the mid-1800s. Lumber merchants, builders, and 

grocers who had saved sufficient capital invested in the lots and built "tenements," that is, 

rental properties of simple rowhouses in groups of twos and threes, for the growing 

working class, largely African-American.  

Approximately 35 properties were built on East Street between 1820 and 1920. A few of 

these replaced earlier structures, but most represent 19th century trends in urban housing. 

Built of wood with little or no ornamentation, these narrow dwellings were only two 

rooms deep with an entrance and single window on the first floor and two windows on 

the second floor. Slightly more than one-third of these properties were either owned or 

rented by African-American families. Many of the houses provided inexpensive 

dwellings for the laborers, carpenters and cobblers who worked at the Naval 4. Academy. 

East Street, like Duke of Gloucester, became the neighborhood of a few free black 

families prior to Emancipation. In the 1850s, James Holliday, identified in land records as 

a "free person of color," purchased 97, 99, and 101 East Street. 99 East Street is still 

owned by a Holliday descendent.  

Education came to East Street in 1868 when the Order of the Galilean Fisherman opened 

a school at 91 East Street in association with the Free Seat M.E. Church. The Annapolis 

chapter of the Galilean Fisheman was incorporated in 1865 to provide education for the 

city's African- American children. The order's efforts preceded by several years the 

struggling public initiative to found the Stanton School, built by 1878 on West 

Washington Street. By 1885, the Galilean's "Free School" had grown from two-stories to 

the four-stories surviving today. Although the order continued into the 20th century, the 

school was closed in the late 1890s, about the time the Stanton School received increased 

public funds and was rebuilt as a two-story brick school house. Galilean Hall served the 

African-American community as a location for offices and a social hall until l908 and 

today provides apartment housing.  

Fleet Street 

Unlike East Street, Fleet Street did not experience substantial development until the late 

1800s when 24 of the 27 dwellings were constructed. Most were built as tenements by 

merchants Jacob Blum and Joseph Basil and rented to African-American laborers, 

watermen, laundresses, and domestic workers.  

Gradually, many blacks changed the ownership pattern on Fleet Street by purchasing 

their own homes. Around 1880, Benjamin Holliday, a black waterman, purchased 45 

Fleet Street, an 18th-century dwelling. Henry Clay was the highest bidder for 51 Fleet, 

another 18th-century house, auctioned in 1872. Susan Wright built 48 Fleet c. 1897 and 

left it to her daughter and son-in-law, Susan and Joseph McGowan, who were employed 
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at the Naval Academy. The property is still owned and occupied by their descendants. 

During the same period Anthony Wilson built 50 Fleet and his wife Eliza, a 

chambermaid, retained ownership after his death. This small neighborhood kept its 

character well into the 20th century and expanded to include the three-story Ideal Hotel at 

14 Fleet, built in the 1920s. Once a drugstore and hotel, it was the largest building on the 

block, and undoubtedly served the African-American watermen and tradesmen needing 

easy access to the City Dock and Market House.  

During the same period, Roger Williams opened his barber shop in the much older "flat 

iron building" at the corner of Cornhill and Fleet Streets. Williams' shop became a social 

institution, enduring until his death in 1983.(http://www.ci.annapolis.md.us/info.asp?page=1715 accessed 

March 1, 2009) 

However you meander through the streets with African-American 

history, you’re your way to State Circle. 

 
When you reach State Circle, the small brick building to the right of the State House is 

known as the Old Treasury. This sturdily-built, cross-shaped structure was erected 

between 1735 and 1737 to serve as the office issuing Maryland's first paper money. After 

the Revolution, the state treasurer's office was located here, giving the building its name. 

The property is now a state historic site, managed by Historic Annapolis Foundation. A 

panel in the entranceway provides more detail about the building's history. 

If you walk past the Old Treasury and up the steps toward the State House, you'll see one 

of the cannons brought to Maryland by the first settlers. These colonists numbered close 

to 150 and arrived in 1634 on two sailing ships, the Ark and the Dove. Their settlement, 

on a tributary of the Potomac River in southern Maryland, was named St. Mary's City and 

served as the colony's first capital. The colonists mounted their cannon to protect St. 

Mary's from possible attack. Over time the river bank eroded and the cannons fell into the 

St. Mary's River. Two hundred years later, several were discovered; this one was brought 

to Annapolis as a reminder of Maryland's beginning in 1634. 

 

In 1695 the small village then known as Ann Arundell Town (after the wife of Cecilius 

Calvert, the second Lord Baltimore) became the second capital of Maryland. Royal 

Governor Francis Nicholson drew up a new town plan, inspired by the Baroque plans 

used in European cities. He placed two circles on the highest points of land, situating the 

State House on the higher and the Anglican Church (St. Anne's) on the lower, with streets 

named for points of the compass radiating out from the circles. This design, then the most 

sophisticated in English America, still frames views of the town's principal buildings and 

vistas of the water more than three hundred years later. Nicholson left Annapolis in 1698 

to become governor of Virginia, where he laid out the City of Williamsburg, also in a 

Baroque plan but without circles. 

 

As you look around State Circle, you can see a number of 18th century buildings. To the 

far left of the State House is a white building with a widow's walk and red roof, built in 

the 1720s. After 1783, it was occupied by John Shaw, Maryland's best known cabinet 

maker, who came to Annapolis from Scotland. Many pieces of Shaw's beautiful and 

http://www.ci.annapolis.md.us/info.asp?page=1715
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valuable furniture are still in existence in museums and private collections; a few pieces 

are on display in the State House. Shaw, like many 18th-century businessmen, had many 

jobs. He was also State armorer, made coffins, sold imported goods, and oversaw final 

construction of the State House dome. 

 

The first State House in Annapolis, built on this site in the 1690s, was destroyed by fire 

in 1704. The second, built upon the foundations of the first, continued in use until 1772, 

when it was razed to make room for this larger building in the Georgian style that 

predominated in England during the reigns of the three Kings George. The present State 

House is the oldest building in continuous legislative use in the fifty states and is topped 

by the largest free-standing wooden dome in America, made of cypress timbers and held 

together with wooden pegs. Just as the building itself is the third on the site, so too it took 

three tries to achieve the present dome. A hurricane destroyed the first small copper 

cupola soon after its completion in 1774. The second attempt leaked badly. Although 

work began on the present dome in 1785, it was not completed until 1794, sixteen years 

after the legislature first occupied the building. 

 

The Old Senate Chamber has been the scene of many important events in both Maryland 

and American history. First used by the State Senate in 1779, it also housed the national 

Congress from November 1783 to August 1784, when Annapolis was the nation's ninth 

capital. 

 

Two events of critical importance to the new country took place in this room during the 

session of Congress held here. The figure of George Washington, in full military dress, 

commemorates the general's appearance before the Congress on 23 December 1783. 

After eight years as commander-in-chief of the Continental Army, Washington took part 

in a carefully-scripted ceremony of resignation, written by a congressional committee that 

included Thomas Jefferson. Washington entered the room, took off his hat, and bowed to 

the Congress before starting his speech. Members of Congress tipped their hats to 

acknowledge Washington, and then replaced them on their heads. The purpose?: To 

establish the authority of the civilian government over the military, one of the most 

important principles of American freedom. As soon as the resignation ceremony ended, 

Washington left to spend Christmas with his family at Mount Vernon. 

 

Three weeks later, on 14 January 1784, Congress ratified the Treaty of Paris, formally 

ending the Revolutionary War and making Annapolis the first capital of the independent 

United States. 

 

[On the side exiting the State House], to your left you can see the residence of Maryland's 

governor and the spire of St. Anne's Church beyond. These will be described more fully 

in the section that tours the Spa Creek side of town. The neo-Georgian buildings you see 

in front of you are various Maryland State offices built in the twentieth century. Directly 

in front of you is Lawyer's Mall, which features sculptures celebrating the 

accomplishments of Thurgood Marshall (1908-1993).  
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The central figure depicts Marshall as a young lawyer. Seated opposite him on one bench 

is the figure of Donald Gaines Murray. Marshall's first major victory in the battle for 

school integration won Murray's admission to the University of Maryland Law School. 

The other bench holds two schoolchildren to symbolize Marshall's most significant legal 

victory: the decision in Brown v. The Board of Education of Topeka et al. declaring 

segregated public education unconstitutional. Marshall, who was born in Baltimore, 

received a law degree from Howard University in 1933. He worked as counsel for the 

NAACP from 1934 until 1961, was a judge on the 2nd Circuit Court of Appeals from 

1961 to 1965, and served as solicitor general of the United States from 1965 to 1967. The 

first African American appointed to the Supreme Court, Marshall served from 1967 to 

1991.   

 

More about Thurgood Marshall 

 
 

 
The Thurgood Marshall Memorial Statue, located at Lawyers' Mall, College Ave. & Rowe Blvd. in Annapolis, Maryland, is a tribute to the first African-American Supreme Court Justice.  

http://dc.about.com/od/getawaydestinations/ig/Annapolis-Photo-Gallery-/ThurgoodMarshall.htm  Accessed February 7, 2009 

 

The Thurgood Marshall Memorial  

Thurgood Marshall was one of this century's foremost leaders in the struggle for equal rights  

under the law. A native of Baltimore, Marshall graduated from Frederick Douglass High School  

in Baltimore and Lincoln University in Pennsylvania. He earned his law degree from Howard  

University in Washington, D.C. where he first met the great civil rights lawyer Charles Houston.  

 

After earning his law degree, Marshall returned to Baltimore and began his long association with  

the NAACP. In 1967, Marshall became the first African American to be appointed to the U.S.  

Supreme Court. Following Marshall's death in 1993, the state of Maryland decided to honor the  

great civil rights leader and jurist with a memorial at the State House in Annapolis. On May 17,  

1994, exactly 40 years after the Supreme Court's Brown v. The Board of Education of Topeka  

decision, the governor of Maryland signed an Executive Order establishing the  

Thurgood Marshall Memorial Statue Commission. After a nationwide competition, the  

http://dc.about.com/od/getawaydestinations/ig/Annapolis-Photo-Gallery-/ThurgoodMarshall.htm
http://www.msa.md.gov/msa/stagser/s1259/121/6259/html/0006.html
http://www.mdarchives.state.md.us/msa/mdmanual/26excom/defunct/html/34thur.html
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Commission awarded the design of the memorial to Maryland artist Toby Mendez.  

Mr. Mendez's winning design includes an 8' statue of Thurgood Marshall as a young lawyer. Behind                                                                         

him are pillars with the inscription "Equal Justice Under Law" and facing him are two benches. On                                                                       

one of the benches is the figure of Donald Gaines Murray whose entrance into the Law School of the                                                        

University of Maryland marked Thurgood Marshall's first important victory in his struggle for school                                                           

integration. On the other bench are the figures of two children representing Marshall's most important                                                                

achievement, Brown v. The Board of Education of Topeka et. al.. Within the circle of the plaza is a                                                                 

chronology of the important events in Thurgood Marshall's long and distinguished career.  

The placement of the Thurgood Marshall memorial on Lawyers' Mall, also known as State House                                                                        

Square, in Annapolis is especially appropriate, as it is on almost the exact spot where the Maryland                                                                      

Court of Appeals stood in 1935, when Marshall argued the Murray case before that court. Many                                                                                        

of the arguments Marshall used in winning that case were later used by him in Brown v. the Board                                                                                  

of Education and other integration cases.  

The Thurgood Marshall Memorial was dedicated at a ceremony on October 22, 1996, attended by                                                                             

Governor Parris N. Glendening and Lt. Governor Kathleen Kennedy Townsend, as well as Justice                                                                            

Marshall's widow, Cecilia, and other members of his family.  

http://www.msa.md.gov/msa/stagser/s1259/121/6259/html/0001.html   
Accessed February 7, 2009 
 

 

Also off State Circle is 84 Franklin Street, home of the Banneker-

Douglass Museum:   
 

 

The Banneker-Douglass Museum is an African American history museum in downtown Annapolis.  
http://dc.about.com/od/getawaydestinations/ig/Annapolis-Photo-Gallery-/Banneker-DouglassMuseum.htm  

 

The Banneker-Douglass Museum  (84 Franklin Street) encompasses the lives of both 

freed and enslaved people of African descent.  There is no entrance fee. 

http://www.bdmuseum.com/  

http://home.earthlink.net/~tobymendezstudios/
http://www.msa.md.gov/msa/stagser/s1259/121/6259/html/0008.html
http://www.msa.md.gov/msa/stagser/s1259/121/6259/html/0004.html
http://www.msa.md.gov/msa/stagser/s1259/121/6259/html/0001.html
http://dc.about.com/od/getawaydestinations/ig/Annapolis-Photo-Gallery-/Banneker-DouglassMuseum.htm
http://www.bdmuseum.com/
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About the Museum  (From the school tour brochure) 

 

The Banneker-Douglass Museum, named for Benjamin Banneker and Frederick 

Douglass, is dedicated to preserving Maryland's African American heritage, and serves as 

the state's official repository of African American material culture. 

 

The original museum was housed within the former Mount Moriah African Methodist 

Episcopal Church in the heart of historic Annapolis. This building was completed and 

dedicated in 1874. Among the notable guests present at the dedication was native 

Marylander and celebrated abolitionist Frederick Douglass. 

After the Mount Moriah congregation moved to its new location in Annapolis, the 

building was left vacant until it was targeted for demolition in an effort to make room for 

the expansion of the Anne Arundel County Courthouse. 

 

Through the efforts of many local historians, preservationists, and the Mt. Moriah 

congregation, the building was saved from destruction and came under the ownership of 

the state of Maryland. The building was included on the National Register of Historic 

Places in 1973. 

 

The building officially opened as the Banneker-Douglass Museum on February 24, 1984. 

In 2006, the Banneker-Douglass Museum completed a four-story addition (one 

underground story) which uses the nineteenth-century brick of the church's façade as its 

interior lobby wall. In 2009, the Banneker-Douglass 

Museum will celebrate its 25th anniversary. 

http://www.bdmuseum.com/09SchoolProgram101.pdf  Accessed February 7, 2009 

 

Mission Statement  

 
The Banneker-Douglass Museum, named for Benjamin Banneker and Frederick 

Douglass, is dedicated to preserving Maryland's African American heritage, and serves as 

the state's official repository of African American material culture. The museum annually 

sponsors and hosts a variety of preservation, arts, and cultural lectures, workshops, 

performances, and other programs.  

 

Collections and Exhibits  

 
Museum collections include artifacts and photographs relevant 

to black life in Maryland, African and African American art, 

historical documents, and rare books. Guided exhibition tours 

are arranged for school classes and other groups upon request. 

Exhibits may also be arranged for loan or travel. Books, 

manuscripts, oral histories, video tapes, and archival materials 

are available for use in the museum's non-lending library by 

appointment. 

 

 

 

http://www.bdmuseum.com/09SchoolProgram101.pdf
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For a time line of African American history in Annapolis and surrounding 

Anne Arundel County, see http://www.kintehaley.org/AAtimeline.pdf  

http://www.kintehaley.org/AAtimeline.pdf

