
 

 

Maryland State House,  

Homes of Four Signers, and 

Hammond Harwood Home 

Questions to guide your reading, thinking, and walking:  
1. What do the houses of the four signers tell you about the Signersô social 

and economic status? Who were the workers who maintained these great 

houses and where did they live? 

2. Pay close attention to the physical structure of the four housesðwhat 

materials were used in their construction?  Roofing materials? 

Architectural style? Who designed these houses, who built them, and why 

have they survived to today?  

3. Today we enter Annapolis from the north or west via major highways. 

Until the mid-19
th
 century, most people entered Annapolis from the water 

and the City Dock area was the commercial center of town. What does the 

location and orientation of the four Signersô homes tell you about their 

ownersô feelings about the city and where the most desirable places to live 

were? 

4. The Maryland State House has been described as an ñunhappy marriageò 

of architectural styles. Do you agree? What do the two facades say, from 

an architectural perspective, about the Maryland State House? 

5. The Maryland State House was the capitol of the United States from 

December 1783 until August 1784. Why do you suppose Congress came 

here? Why do you suppose they leftði.e., why didnôt Annapolis become 

the permanent capital of the country?  

These questions come to you courtesy of Dr. Gregory Stiverson, 

noted Annapolis historian and preservationist, who will join us for 

our City -as-Text wrap up.  

 

Please bring this page with you to the conference 
and on your City-as-Text experience.  Feel free to 

print and bring the entire file of information. 
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Maryland State House 

The Maryland State House is the oldest state house still in legislative use. It was 

designated a National Historic Landmark in 1960. The Maryland State House is the 

offices of the Maryland General Assembly, the Speaker of the House of Delegates and 

the President of the Senate, the Maryland Governor and Lt. Governor. 

NOTE: The tour time for those who have chosen this City-as-Text option is 10 am.  

Make your way there first before going to the Signersô homes. 

MARYLAND STATE HOUSE 
Maryland  

 
Maryland State House  

http://dc.about.com/od/getawaydestinations/ig/Annapolis-  Photo-Gallery-
/MarylandStateHouse.htm 

History of the State House and Its Dome 

On March 28, 1772, Governor Robert Eden laid the cornerstone for what would be the 

third State House built on State Circle in Annapolis. The first, built soon after the capital 

was moved from St. Mary's City to Annapolis in 1695, burned down in 1704. The second 

was completed by 1709 and, 60 years later, had become far too small for the growing 

business of government and was too dilapidated to warrant enlarging it. The decision was 

made to raze it and Charles Wallace undertook the work when no one else submitted 

"plans and estimates" for the project. 

With Mr. Wallace as the "undertaker" and Joseph Horatio Anderson as the architect, 

work was begun on the new State House in early 1772. While work progressed well for 

the first year and a half, at least one hurricane and the Revolutionary War intervened to 

cause enormous delays and difficulties. By the end of 1779, the building was still not 

completed, and Mr. Wallace's finances and patience with the project were exhausted. 

When the Continental Congress came to Annapolis to meet in the Old Senate Chamber 

from November 1783 - August 1784, they found a State House which was still 

http://dc.about.com/od/getawaydestinations/ig/Annapolis-%20%20Photo-Gallery-/MarylandStateHouse.htm
http://dc.about.com/od/getawaydestinations/ig/Annapolis-%20%20Photo-Gallery-/MarylandStateHouse.htm
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unfinished. Although the Old Senate Chamber was complete, the roof was not and it had 

leaked during the last few winters, damaging the upstairs rooms. The dome - or cupola - 

atop the State House was variously described as inadequate, unimpressive, and too small 

for the building and, it, too, leaked. 

In order to rectify the situation, Joseph Clark, an Annapolis architect and builder, was 

asked to repair the roof and the dome. Clark first raised the pitch of the roof to facilitate 

the runoff of water and covered it with cypress shingles. The crowning achievement of 

Clark's work on the State House was, of course, the extraordinary dome which he 

designed and built. It is not known where Clark's inspiration for the unusual design of the 

dome came from, but it is very similar to one in Karlsruhe, Germany called the 

Schlossturm. 

By the summer of 1788, the exterior of the new dome was complete. It was constructed 

of timber and no metal nails were used in its construction and, to this day, it is held 

together by wooden pegs reinforced by iron straps forged by an Annapolis ironmonger. 

Although the exterior of the dome was completed by 1788, the interior was not 

completed until 1797. Tragedy struck the project in 1793 when a plasterer named Thomas 

Dance fell to his death from the inside of the dome. By 1794, Joseph Clark was 

completely disillusioned with the project and left it to John Shaw, the noted Annapolis 

cabinetmaker, to oversee completion. Over the years, John Shaw did much of the 

maintenance work on the State House, built various items for it and, in 1797, made the 

desks and chairs which furnished the Old Senate Chamber. 
http://www.msa.md.gov/msa/mdstatehouse/html/story.html  accessed March 1, 2009 

More history and description of the building: 

This statehouse, whose soaring dome dominates the Annapolis skyline, is the oldest still 

in continuous use for legislative purposes and is one of the most historic buildings in the 

Nation. It has been the scene of many stirring events. Not only was it the Capitol of the 

United States in 1783-84, but it was also the meeting place of the Annapolis Convention, 

the immediate forerunner of the U.S. Constitutional Convention, and since its 

construction has always served as Maryland's seat of government. 

For 9 months, from November 26, 1783, until the following August 13, this structure was 

the U.S. Capitol under the Articles of Confederation, following the Continental Congress' 

relocation from Princeton, N.J. During its 6-month session, in what is known today as the 

Old Senate Chamber, the Congress on December 23, 1783, accepted George 

Washington's resignation as commander in chief of the Continental Army; on January 14, 

1784, ratified the Treaty of Paris ending the War for Independence; and on May 7, 1784, 

approved the appointment of Thomas Jefferson as Minister Plenipotentiary. After 

adjournment on June 3, 1784, a "Committee of the States," which was charged with 

handling Government affairs, continued to use the chamber until August 13. In 

November Congress reconvened in Trenton, N.J. 

http://www.msa.md.gov/msa/mdstatehouse/html/story.html
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But the building was destined to figure prominently once again in national affairs. 

Although Maryland did not appoint any delegates to the Annapolis Convention 

(September 1786), she made her capitol available for its sessions, which were probably 

held in the Old Senate Chamber. Because only 12 representatives from 5 States had 

arrived, no action was taken on the proposed topic, the recommendation to the States and 

the Continental Congress of measures to improve domestic and foreign trade. Instead, the 

conferees suggested that Congress and the States sanction another convention to consider 

means to strengthen the Articles of Confederation. This proposal was approved; the 

Constitutional Convention was the result. 

In 1772 Maryland's last Royal Governor laid the cornerstone of the statehouse. Because 

of delays caused by the War for Independence, the structure was not completed until 

about 1779, and the next year the legislature began using it. The architect is unknown. 

The two-story, late Georgian building, constructed of Flemish bonded brick in the form 

of a rectangle, is 11 bays wide and 7 deep. The dominant architectural feature, the 116-

foot-high octagonal dome, replaced the considerably smaller original one and was 

apparently erected in the last half of the 1780's. Constructed of wood and held together 

by wooden pegs, it features a balustraded steeple and a two-story cupola and has arched, 

oval, and rectangular windows. 

A three-bay central pavilion, which projects slightly, is topped by a triangular pediment 

with an oval window. Spanning the length of the pavilion is a one-story, Corinthian 

tetrastyle portico, whose small pediment is in the central bay. Built mainly of wood, the 

portico is probably a later addition. An elliptical arch, between the central pair of 

Corinthian wall pilasters, frames the paneled double door and fanlight of the main 

entrance, which is flanked by semicircular arched windows. All other windows, whose 

sills are stone, are rectangular. The flat and round arches over the openings are of rubbed 

brick. A belt course marks the second floor. Dentiled, wood cornices decorate the 

roofline, portico, and both pediments. Two large interior chimneys are located near the 

front wall on each side of the pavilion; a small chimney, on the rear, northeastern, side of 

the roof. 

The arcaded main hall, under the dome and a second-story balcony, features Corinthian 

columns and delicate Adam-style plaster ornamentation. The room of main interest on the 

first floor is the Old Senate Chamber. It has been restored to its appearance on December 

23, 1783, the day Washington relinquished his command. A bronze plaque marks the spot 

where he probably stood. Above the chamber entrance is a curved, balustraded spectators' 

gallery, which is supported by fluted Ionic columns. 

The point of focus in the room is the semi-elliptical dais, or speaker's platform. Its rear 

niche is framed by a pedimented frontispiece, which has fluted, engaged Ionic columns. 

They are of wood, but the remainder of the niche and frontispiece are of plaster. The 

walls, above the wainscot, and the ceiling are plastered. Of particular note are a 

classically trimmed fireplace and the elaborate plastic cornice. Some of the decor in this 

chamber and elsewhere in the building is attributed to William Buckland. The windows 
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have deep, paneled reveals, window seats, and inner shutters. Under the balcony, 

separated by a wood, paneled parapet, are two bilevel rows of seats for observers. The 

original yellow-pine floor is secured by pegs instead of nails. The chandelier is a 

reproduction. 

Alongside the Old Senate Chamber is the Historical and Flag Room, which contains a 

special flag display and some exhibits. Opposite the Old Senate Chamber is the Old 

House of Delegates Chamber, which is primarily significant in Maryland history but is 

now occupied by the Attorney General's office. The offices of the Governor are on the 

second floor. Throughout the building are many excellent paintings and portraits. 

The statehouse includes an annex, which is slightly larger than the original building. 

Constructed in 1902-5, it replaced two earlier ones (1858 and 1886) and contains the 

modern legislative chambers and various State offices. Guided tours of the building, 

which is in Colonial Annapolis Historic District, are provided. 
http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/constitution/site10.htm  accessed Feb. 7, 2009 

The Dome and Lightning Rod 

 

 

The lightning rod which tops the dome is a story in itself. It is a 

"Franklin" rod, constructed and grounded to Benjamin Franklin's 

specifications. In some respects, the useof this type of lightning rod 

was also a political statement, expressing support for Franklin's 

theories on protection of public buildings from lightning strikes and 

the rejection of the opposing theories supported by King George III. 

The pointed lightning rod atop such an important new public building 

was a powerful symbol of the independence and ingenuity of the 

young nation. 

As an architect trained in London and with a brother who had a bookshop in Annapolis, 

Clark would have been familiar with the writings of Benjamin Franklin. In addition, 

Charles Willson Peale confirmed Clark's design. On July 14, 1788, he and his brother 

went to Philadelphia to see His Excellency Doctor Franklin to ask his opinion on the 

efficacy of lightning rods on the State House. They were unable to see Franklin, but did 

see Robert Patterson and David Rittenhouse, both eminent authorities on the physical 

sciences. Peale reported that Mr. Rittenhouse was of the opinion that "if the points are 

good and near anough the Building and the part going into the ground so deep as to get 

into soft earth no danger is to be apprehended, but if the end could be put in water of a 

Well it would be best."  

The engineering of the lightning rod and the acorn which holds it in place represents an 

astonishing achievement. Protruding 28' into the air, the rod is anchored at its bottom to 

the top of the dome. It then runs through the pedestal and the acorn and is surmounted by 

a copper weather vane. The acorn and pedestal have served to stabilize the Franklin rod 

and hold it in place through 208 years of extremes of Maryland weather. 

http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/constitution/site10.htm
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The dome which Clark designed and built for the State House has been the defining 

landmark of the Annapolis skyline for 208 years. It was also, for many years, a popular 

spot from which to observe the city and the Chesapeake Bay beyond. Charles Willson 

Peale planned a dramatic cyclorama of Annapolis with eight views from the dome and a 

centerpiece drawing of State Circle from Cornhill Street. Only the drawing of the State 

House was completed and published in 1789. Thomas Jefferson spent a most enjoyable 

three hours in September 1790 on the balcony of the dome with James Madison, Thomas 

Lee Shippen and an Annapolis friend who entertained them with the gossip related to 

each of the houses they could see from their perch above the town. 

In 1996, an examination of the dome and the acorn revealed that almost all of the 

material in the acorn, its pedestal and the lightning rod was original from the 18th 

century. During the summer and fall of 1996, the acorn was removed and replaced by a 

new one. The new acorn is constructed of 31 pieces of cypress made by craftspeople from 

around the state and is clad in copper and gilded on the top, like the original. The original 

lightning rod has remained intact and continues to serve as it has for 208 years, although 

a steel sleeve has been placed around it inside the new acorn to strengthen it. 
http://www.msa.md.gov/msa/mdstatehouse/html/dome_lightning.html accessed March 1, 2009 

Homes of Signers of the Declaration of Independence 

Of the 56 signers of the Declaration of Independence, four were from Maryland, and all 

four lived in Annapolis at the time of signing:  Charles Carroll, Samuel Chase, William 

Paca, and Thomas Stone.  Homes of two of them are open to visitors:  William Paca 

House and Samuel Chase (Chase-Lloyd) House.  You can walk by the other two: The 

Carrol house is on the ground of St.  Maryôs Catholic Church (Carrol was the only 

Catholic signer of the Declaration), and Thomas Stoneôs home ( ) is privately owned. 

Note: Private tours of Carroll House are available June-October. 

ñMaryland is now the only state in America in which the homes of all of its signers of the 

Declaration of Independence still exist and all are located in Annapolis. The Carroll 

House is one of only fifteen surviving signers' birthplaces in the United States.ò 

http://www.charlescarrollhouse.com/ Accessed February 7, 2009 

Charles Carroll House  107 Duke of Gloucester St 

The house is on the grounds of St. Maryôs Catholic Church; pass by there and note the 

wonderful graveyard, too.  Carroll was the only Catholic signer of the Declaration of 

Independence. 

http://www.msa.md.gov/msa/mdstatehouse/html/dome_lightning.html
http://www.charlescarrollhouse.com/
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The Charles Carroll House, a national historic landmark, was the home of the first Attorney General of Maryland who settled here in 

1706 and a signer of the Declaration of Independence. 

http://dc.about.com/od/getawaydestinations/ig/Annapolis-Photo-Gallery-/CharlesCarrollHouse.htm  

Charles Carroll III of Carrollton was born in 1737 at this townhouse, which his father had 

probably built about 1735. Around the age of 11, young Carroll traveled to Europe for an 

education and did not return to Maryland until 1765. Thereafter, he lived mainly at 

Doughoregan Manor but utilized his birthplace, which he inherited from his father, when 

in Annapolis. In 1804, when he retired from public life, he closed it up. In 1870 one of 

his granddaughters deeded the house and property to the Redemptionist Fathers of St. 

Mary's Catholic Church, which had been built in 1858-60 on adjacent lands also donated 

by the Carrolls. 

Carroll House, a brick rectangular structure constructed in Flemish bond, rises 2-1/2 

stories over a basement. Belt courses mark the first- and second-floor levels on the north 

and south sides. Segmental arches head the windows. Two massive chimneys penetrate 

the slate-covered gable roof. They are located at what may have been the original gable 

ends. Five gabled dormers protrude from the south side of the roof; four from the north. 

A wood cornice with dentils and modillions extends along the sides and up the gables at 

the ends. 

Exterior alterations include the addition of a one-story basement at the east, or present 

rear, end of the residence and a one-story porch and entrance at the west end. The front 

entrance, probably dating from the early or mid-19th century, is highlighted by a 

rectangular transom and sidelights. The original entrance was apparently located in the 

center of the north side of the house, where a passageway, erected in 1858, now connects 

it to St. Mary's Church. 

Interior alterations have practically obliterated the original floor plan. A stair hall 

occupies a central compartment at the north side, and the stairs appear to be original. 

Only two major rooms retain some of their original finish. A large one on the south side 

of the first floor, now used as a chapel, has walls paneled in plaster and a plaster cornice. 

http://dc.about.com/od/getawaydestinations/ig/Annapolis-Photo-Gallery-/CharlesCarrollHouse.htm
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Another, at the east end, features a plaster cornice, a ceiling divided by triple panels, and 

a wooden mantelpiece. 

In the early 1970's the building was in fair condition and was being used as a residence 

by the Redemptionist Fathers and, at the time, not accessible to the public. It is part of 

Colonial Annapolis Historic District. 

 

Carroll House. (National Park Service, Littleton) 

http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/declaration/site11.htm  

Charles Carroll of Carrollton  

1737-1832 

Representing Maryland at the Continental Congress 

 
by Ole Erekson, Engraver, c1876, Library of Congress 

Born:  September 19, 1737 

Birthplace:  Annapolis, Md. 

Education: Jesuits' College at St. Omar, France; seminary in Rheims; Graduate, 

College of Louis the Grande; Bourges; studies in Paris; Studies, 

apprenticeship in London. (Scholar, Lawyer) 

Work:  Member of first Maryland Committee of Safety, Provincial Congress, 1775; 

Delayed member of Continental Congress, August, 1776, Signed 

http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/declaration/site11.htm
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Declaration of Independence; Appointed to board of War, 1776; Elected to 

Senate of Maryland, 1781; Elected U.S. Senator from Maryland, 1788, 

returned to Maryland Senate 1789-'99. 

Died: November 14, 1832 

Charles Carroll was born into a wealthy Roman Catholic family in Annapolis Maryland. 

He began his rather remarkable formal education at the age of 8, when he was packed off 

to France to attend a Jesuit College at St. Omer. He graduated the College of Louis the 

Grande at age Seventeen and continued practical studies in Europe until, at the age of 28, 

he returned to his home. Into the radical climate produced by the Stamp Act, walked a 

Highly refined Gentleman with all of the education and experience that might be 

expected of an emissary of the finest courts in Europe. Charles Carroll is said to have 

identified with the radical cause at once, and he proceeded to work in the circles of 

American patriots. In 1772 he anonymously engaged the secretary of the colony of 

Maryland in a series of Newspaper articles protesting the right of the British government 

to tax the colonies without representation. 

Carroll was an early advocate for armed resistance with the object of separation from Gr. 

Britain. However, his native colony was less certain in this matter and did not even send a 

representative to the first Continental Congress. He served on the first Committee of 

Safety, at Annapolis, in 1775, and also in the Provincial Congress. He visited the 

Continental Congress in 1776, and was enlisted in a diplomatic mission to Canada, along 

with Franklin and Chase. Shortly after his return, the Maryland Convention decided to 

join in support for the Revolution. Carroll was elected to represent Maryland on the 4th 

of July, and though he was too late to vote for the Declaration, he did sign it. 

He served in the Continental Congress, on the Board of War, through much of the War of 

Independence, and simultaneously participated in the framing of a constitution for 

Maryland. In 1778 he returned to Maryland to participate in the formation of the state 

government. He was elected to the Maryland Senate in 1781, and to the first Federal 

Congress in 1788. He returned again to the State Senate in 1790 and served there for 10 

years. He retired from that post in 1800. 

Charles Carroll was the last surviving member of those who signed the Declaration. He 

died, the last survivor of the signers of the Declaration, in 1832 at the age of 95. 

http://www.ushistory.org/Declaration/signers/carroll.htm  Accessed February 7, 2009 

 

 

 

http://www.ushistory.org/Declaration/signers/carroll.htm
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Chase-Lloyd House 

22 Maryland Ave 

 

http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/declaration/site13.htm  

Although Samuel Chase began building this house in 

1769 while he was a young lawyer, he never resided in 

it, for he sold it unfinished in 1771 to Edward Lloyd IV, 

a wealthy Maryland planter and politician. Lloyd 

immediately engaged architect William Buckland, 

newly arrived in Annapolis, to continue construction, completed 3 years later with the aid 

of local architect William Noke. 

The structure, one of the first three-story Georgian townhouses erected in the American 

Colonies, ranks among the finest of its type in the United States and is one of the major 

attractions in Colonial Annapolis Historic District. The house rises three full stories over 

a high basement. Two massive interior chimneys protrude through the broad, low, hip-

on-hip roof. The brick walls are laid in Flemish bond and adorned by belt courses of 

rubbed brick at the second- and third-floor levels. An enriched cornice embellishes the 

roofline. At the front, or east, facade the axial line features a tall, projecting central 

pavilion and entranceway, an arched window on the third floor, and crowning pediment 

with a small bull's-eye window. 

Of particular note is the entranceway, in essentially a Palladian motif. The three-section 

composition was rarely used in Georgian houses before the Revolution. The door is 

topped by a fanlight and flanked by two panels of sidelights. The three openings are 

framed by two engaged Ionic columns and two Ionic pilasters which support an 

entablature that becomes an open pediment over the door. The triple windows on the 

second floor over the entrance door and the arched windows in the center of the three on 

the third are also unusual. 

The sides of the house lack architectural distinction, but in the rear a large Palladian 

window within a brick arch ornaments and lights the interior stair landing. The only 

exterior alterations are a three-story wooden screened porch and adjoining steel fire 

escape on the south side of the structure near the west corner. 

The floor plan is typical of the center hall type of house, with four rooms on each floor, 

except that lateral halls divide the front and rear rooms. The unusually large center hall is 

dominated by a magnificent stairway and a pair of free-standing Ionic columns bearing a 

full entablature. A parlor, large dining room, sitting room, and breakfast room are located 

on the first floor, which has been only slightly altered. A small back stairway is adjacent 

to the breakfast room. Ornamentation of the plaster ceilings and doorways is outstanding. 

http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/declaration/site13.htm
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The dining room, the most elaborate room, contains an imported Italian mantelpiece that 

is richly decorated. The second floor is also exquisitely ornamented. 

The Lloyd family owned the house until 1847, when Chase's descendants acquired it. In 

1888 one of them bequeathed it to the Protestant Episcopal Church for use as a home for 

elderly women. It is in excellent condition and is well maintained. The first floor is open 

to visitors and contains some items that belonged to the Lloyds or to the later Chase 

owners. The upper two floors are utilized for the ladies' home. 

 

Chase-Lloyd House. (National Park Service, Littleton) 

Samuel Chase 

1741-1811 

Representing Maryland at the Continental Congress 

 
by Ole Erekson, Engraver, c1876, Library of Congress 

Born:  April 17, 1741 

Birthplace:  Princess Anne, Md. 

Education: Classical education in Law, Baltimore. (Judge) 

Work:  Practiced Law in Annapolis; Elected to Continental Congress, 1774-1778; 

Chief Justice of Criminal Court, district of Baltimore; Chief Justice, state of 

Maryland, 1788-1796; Justice, US Supreme Court, 1796-1811. 

Died: June 19, 1811 
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Samuel Chase was born in Maryland on the seventeenth of April, 1741. He received a 

good classical education in Baltimore. He studied law and began practice in Annapolis. 

In 1774 he was selected to represent Maryland at the Continental Congress. He was re-

elected to that post in 1775, and served there until 1778. In 1786 he moved to Baltimore, 

where two years later he was appointed chief justice of the Criminal Court of that district. 

He was later appointed chief justice of the state. In 1796 he was appointed a judge of the 

Supreme Court of the United States, an office that he filled until his death on the 

nineteenth of June, 1811. 

http://www.ushistory.org/Declaration/signers/chase.htm  Accessed February 7, 2009 

William Paca House 

186 Prince George Street 

    1                                              2 

1.The William Paca House gardens.                       

http://dc.about.com/od/getawaydestinations/ig/Annapolis-Photo-Gallery-

/PacaGardeninfall.htm  

2.The William Paca House is an 18th century Georgian mansion that was the home of 

one of the founding fathers and signers of the Declaration of 

Independence.http://dc.about.com/od/getawaydestinations/ig/Annapolis-Photo-Gallery-

/HiResPaca.htm  

William Paca, a young, newly married lawyer, built this townhouse in the years 1763-65 

as his principal residence and occupied it until 1780. At that time, a few months after the 

death of his second wife, he sold the house and moved to Wye Plantation, a country 

estate in Queen Annes County he had acquired about 1760. 

The Paca House is a large, five-part Georgian structure, today part of Colonial Annapolis 

Historic District. Two brick wings (kitchen and office) sit at right angles to the main axis 

of the central house, to which they are connected by brick passageways, or hyphens. The 

central unit is a gable-roofed brick structure of 2-1/2 stories over an elevated basement. 

http://www.ushistory.org/Declaration/signers/chase.htm
http://dc.about.com/od/getawaydestinations/ig/Annapolis-Photo-Gallery-/PacaGardeninfall.htm
http://dc.about.com/od/getawaydestinations/ig/Annapolis-Photo-Gallery-/PacaGardeninfall.htm
http://dc.about.com/od/getawaydestinations/ig/Annapolis-Photo-Gallery-/HiResPaca.htm
http://dc.about.com/od/getawaydestinations/ig/Annapolis-Photo-Gallery-/HiResPaca.htm
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The front facade is laid in all-header bond, and the ends in Flemish bond. The window 

arches, of rubbed brick, are flat. A small, one-story frame porch, which is pedimented 

and done in modified Roman Doric style, provides access to the central entrance. 

Large brick chimneys rise from both ends of the central house, and smaller ones from the 

wings. Three gabled dormers are situated in the front of the main roof and two in the rear. 

The 1-1/2-story wings are also gable-roofed. The west wing and both of the hyphens had 

been raised to two stories in the 19th century, but were recently lowered to their original 

height. 

On each side of the center hall in the main house are two rooms. The interior has been 

greatly altered over the years, and portions of the original wood and plaster finish remain 

only in the center hail, the stair hall behind it, and the parlor. The main stairway is 

equipped with the original Chinese Chippendale balustrade. 

In 1899 the Paca House became the Carvel Hall Hotel, enlarged in 1906 by rear additions 

that completely hid the back of the original house. In 1964, when the structure faced 

demolition, Historic Annapolis, Inc., purchased the Paca House portion. The next year, 

the State of Maryland acquired the entire property. In 1967-69 it razed the 1906 hotel 

additions and restored the gardens. Presently, the Maryland Historical Trust, a public 

agency, holds title to the house, but Historic Annapolis, Inc., retains all the 

responsibilities and rights of ownership and administration. The residence has undergone 

an extensive restoration program. Historic Annapolis, Inc., plans to utilize it as a 

guesthouse for visiting dignitaries, though the first floor will be open to visitors. 

 

William Paca 

1740-1799 

Representing Maryland at the Continental 

Congress 

 
by Ole Erekson, Engraver, c1876, Library of Congress 

Born:  October 31, 1740 

Birthplace:  near Abingdon, Maryland 

Education: Philadelphia College, Studied Law at Annapolis. (Judge) 

Work:  Delegate to the Maryland Legislature, 1771; Member of the Committee of 

Correspondence, Patriot Leader; Elected to Continental Congress, 1774-78, 

Chief Justice of Maryland, 1778; Elected Governor of Maryland, 1782; 
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Federal District Judge for the State of Maryland, 1789-99. 

Died: October 23, 1799 

William Paca was born in Abington, Maryland on October 30, 1740. His education in law 

was impressive. He was tutored at home in the classics before attending Philadelphia 

College at age fifteen, where he graduated at eighteen with a Masters degree. He then 

studied law in Annapolis at the office of an eminent lawyer. 

Before seeking admission to the Bar of Maryland, he attended training at the Inner 

Temple in England. His political engagement began in his interest in the law. He wrote 

and organized against a poll-tax originated by the royal governor just prior to the 

outbreak of hostilities. He was a local leader in the patriot movement in the late 1770s. 

Elected to the State Legislature of Maryland in 1771, he was appointed to the Continental 

Congress in 1774. He was reelected and served there until 1779 when he was appointed 

chief justice of the State of Maryland. In 1782 he was elected governor of that state. He 

was appointed federal district judge for the State of Maryland from 1789, until his death 

in 1799. 

http://www.ushistory.org/Declaration/signers/paca.htm  Accessed February 7, 2009  

Thomas Stone 

Peggy Stewart House 
(aka Rutland-Jenifer-Stone House) 

207 Hanover Street 

This residence is also known as the Rutland-Jenifer-Stone House, the Rutland-Peggy 

Stewart House, and the Rutland-Stewart-Stone House. Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer 

owned it at three different times, but it cannot be determined if he ever lived in it. 

Thomas Rutland constructed the building some time between 1761 and 1764. Jenifer first 

acquired it in January 1772 and 6 months later sold it to Anthony Stewart, an Annapolis 

merchant. In 1774 Revolutionaries forced Stewart to burn his ship, the Peggy Stewart, 

when he attempted to land a cargo of tea on which he had paid taxes. Five years later, he 

fled to England and Mrs. Stewart sold the house back to Jenifer, who then owned it for a 

4-year period before selling it in 1783 to Thomas Stone, signer of the Declaration of 

Independence, who occupied it while in the city. When Stone died 4 years later, Jenifer 

again purchased the property, which he held until his death in 1790. 

http://www.ushistory.org/Declaration/related/congress.htm
http://www.ushistory.org/Declaration/related/congress.htm
http://www.ushistory.org/Declaration/related/congress.htm
http://www.ushistory.org/Declaration/signers/paca.htm
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The rectangular Georgian brick house, which is five bays wide and three deep, is in 

excellent condition, but over the years both the exterior and the interior have been 

substantially modified. Its 2-1/2 stories rest on an elevated basement. At the time of a 

major alteration in 1894, the gable roof was replaced by the present hipped roof, which 

has a cutoff deck and balustrade, and the end chimneys were rebuilt in their present form. 

Two gabled dormers are located at the front of the roof, and one at each side. 

Highlighting the ends of the house are central pavilions, which have triangular pediments 

and round center windows. The chimneys cut through the front corners of the pediments. 

A wooden box cornice with frieze board below extends around the eaves. A large wing at 

the rear is a later addition. 

 

Peggy Stewart House. (National Park Service (Boucher, 1964).) 

The front, or north, facade is comprised of all-header bond and the sides of English bond. 

Basement and first-story windows are topped by segmental arches; those on the second 

floor, by flat ones. The sills are of stone. Louvered shutters flank the first- and second-

floor windows. The front entrance, sheltered by a small modern wooden porch with a 

triangular pediment, has a paneled door that is surmounted by a rectangular, glazed 

transom. 

The interior has been extensively remodeled in recent times. The original portion of the 

house, excluding the rear addition, has a center-hall floor plan. The stairs are set against 

the east wall, and a large living room occupies the east side of the house. A parlor and 

dining room are situated to the west of the hall. Five bedrooms are located upstairs. Only 

one fireplace, on the second floor, retains its original mantel. 

The privately owned residence, part of Colonial Annapolis Historic District, is not open 

to the public. 

http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/constitution/site11.htm   Accessed February 7, 2009  

 

 

 

 

http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/constitution/site11.htm
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Thomas Stone 
1743-1787 

Representing Maryland at the Continental Congress 

 
                                                               by Ole Erekson, Engraver, c1876, Library of Congress 

Born:  1743 

Birthplace:  Charles County, Md. 

Education: Parish School, Law Studies. (Lawyer) 

Work:  Admitted to the Maryland Bar, 1764; Elected to the Continental Congress, 

1775-78, 1783; Elected to Constitutional Convention (declined), 1785. 

Died: October 5, 1787 

Thomas Stone was born at Poynton Manor in Charles County Maryland in 1743. He was 

educated by a Scottish school-master and later studied law at the office of Thomas 

Johnson. He was admitted to the Bar in 1764 and set up practice in Frederick Maryland. 

He was a prosperous landowner and moderately successful lawyer. 

Stone was elected to Congress in 1775. He did not speak much in congress, so little is 

known of his service there, except that he was a member of the committee that framed the 

Articles of Confederation. He voted for Independence in 1776, and his name is affixed to 

the Declaration. He was elected to Congress again in 1783 and served as chairman, but 

retired at the end of his term. He was elected to attend the Constitutional Convention in 

1787, but declined the office because of his wife's failing health. She died 1787, and 

Stone never got over the grief. He decided to travel to England, but died in Alexandria 

while waiting for the ship. He was forty-four years old. Little else is know about Thomas 

Stone, as no letters or papers accounting his life have ever been found. 
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Fates of Signers 

Local historian: Remember 56 men who risked all for freedom 
By MARGOT MOHSBERG, Staff Writer   

Have you ever wondered what happened to the 56 

men who risked their lives and property to sign the 

Declaration of Independence leading to America's 

freedom from England?  

Five were captured by the British as traitors and 

tortured before they died.  

Twelve had their homes ransacked and burned.  

Nine of the 56 fought and died from wounds or hardships of the Revolutionary War. Two 

lost their sons who were serving in the Revolutionary Army, and another had two sons 

captured.  

It's a history that Donald R. Zuchelli of Annapolis, the owner of the only privately owned 

home of a signer, doesn't want you to forget as you marvel at the fireworks tomorrow.  

"Everyone who signed it expected to die," said Mr. Zuchelli, who owns the Peggy 

Stewart House at 207 Hanover St.  

History is Mr. Zuchelli's passion. Although he doesn't expect the average person to know 

as much about history as he does, he said he is shocked by the number of people who 

don't know the risk that the signers of the Declaration of Independence took in July 1776.  

"The signers were landowners. They had everything to lose. They could have been silent 

and lived a fine life. They didn't have to stick out their necks," he said.  

He is most fascinated by signer Thomas Nelson of Virginia, whose Yorktown home was 

taken over by British General Cornwallis.  

Nelson's home was destroyed after he urged George Washington to open fire on his home 

during the Battle of Yorktown. He would never recover from the loss, and died bankrupt.  

Signer Francis Lewis of New York also had his home and properties destroyed. The 

Redcoats jailed his wife, and she died within a few months.  

Signer John Hart of New Jersey was forced to leave his dying wife and live in the woods 

and caves for more than a year. When he returned, he found his property destroyed, his 

wife dead and his children missing. Hart died a few weeks later from exhaustion and a 

broken heart.  

"These were not wild-eyed, rabble-rousing ruffians. They were soft-spoken men of means 

and education. They had security, but they valued liberty more," Mr. Zuchelli said.  
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Out if the 56 signers, 24 were lawyers and jurists, 11 were merchants, nine were farmers 

and large plantation owners.  

"They were men of means, yet they signed the declaration knowing full well that the 

penalty would be death if they were captured," he said.  

Signer Thomas Stone was living in Mr. Zuchelli's house, built in 1763, when he signed 

the declaration. Mr. Stone owned land throughout the state.  

"He was in sympathy for us being independent, but he did not think we should go to war 

for it. He was hesitant about signing but he did it because he said the majority should 

rule, which is where the practice majority rules comes from. He was a very brilliant man. 

Peculiar, but brilliant," he said.  

Stone and the other three Maryland signers who lived in Annapolis at the time did not 

suffer as tragically as many of their fellow patriots. In fact, they fared quite well.  

Stone lived another 11 years and became a state senator. He actually spent most of his 

time living in Charles County, according to R. J. Rockefeller, director of reference 

services for the Maryland State Archives.  

He was a business partner of another signer - Charles Carroll, a major owner of the 

Baltimore Iron Works, he said.  

Although Stone, a member on the Board of Visitors at St. John's College, died in 

Alexandria, Va., he was buried on his Charles County estate, Mr. Rockefeller said.  

Samuel Chase, whose home is on Maryland Avenue, was appointed to the U.S. Supreme 

Court by Washington and lived to be 70 years old.  

William Paca, whose home is on Prince George Street, became governor of Maryland, 

during which time he helped build Washington College in Chestertown. He later became 

a federal district court judge.  

Carroll , whose homes is on Duke of Gloucester Street, became a member of the U.S. 

Senate. He was active in trade, land development and with the Baltimore & Ohio 

Railroad. At the outbreak of the revolution, he was one of the wealthiest men in America, 

Mr. Rockefeller said.  

He died in 1832 at the age of 95 - the last surviving signer of the Declaration of 

Independence.  

Staff Writer Allison Foreman contributed to this story. Published July 03, 2000, The Capital, Annapolis, Md. 
Copyright © 2000 The Capital, Annapolis, Md.  

http://www.hometownannapolis.com/tour_peggy.html   Accessed February 7, 2009 

http://www.hometownannapolis.com/tour_peggy.html
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Hammond - Harwood House, 1774 
"The Hammond-Harwood House is one of the most important colonial houses in 

America."  

186 Prince George Street 

 

   

 

    

1925 Auction  Conservation 

  Take a Virtual 

Tour 
Architecture  

History & Architecture             

Maryland's Colonial Past at the Hammond-Harwood House, Annapolis, Maryland 

 

The Hammond-Harwood House was built for the 25-year-old tobacco planter Matthias 

Hammond of Anne Arundel County, Maryland.   The young Hammond had inherited not 

only a great deal of money but also a keen business sense.  Indeed, Hammond managed 

to accrue more and more real estate  while still successfully managing his various tobacco 

plantations.   In April of 1773, Matthias Hammond was selected as a member of the 

http://www.hammondharwoodhouse.org/Auction%201926.htm
http://www.hammondharwoodhouse.org/Historic%20Preservation.htm
http://www.hammondharwoodhouse.org/Virtual%20Tour.htm
http://www.hammondharwoodhouse.org/Virtual%20Tour.htm
http://www.hammondharwoodhouse.org/Virtual%20Tour.htm
http://www.hammondharwoodhouse.org/History.htm#Architecture
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vestry of St. Anneôs Parish and in May of the same year he was elected to represent the 

City of Annapolis as a delegate to the Maryland General Assembly. 

 Matthias Hammond began building the house in the spring of 1774.   At that time, 

Annapolis was the prosperous hub of political power in the Province of Maryland. 

Wealth from tobacco provided a steady market for the imported luxury goods stocked by 

local merchants. The years 1763 to 1774 have been referred to as the Golden Age of 

Annapolis because political power acted as a magnet for the wealthy planters who came 

to town bringing a profound desire for sophisticated society, stylish architecture and a 

ravenous appetite for imported luxury goods. 

The house was built on a large square site composed of 4 square lots, which Hammond 

bought in September of 1772 (lots 92 and 105) and March of 1774 (lots 91 and 106). The 

site was approximately 4 acres. The house was built on the highest point and the 

remaining land sloped gently toward the water.  Presently, this plot of land can be 

described as bounded on three sides by Maryland Avenue, King George Street and Prince 

George Street with the Wm. Paca House garden as the final side of the square. 

40-year-old English architect William Buckland was chosen to design the house.  He had 

been trained as a joiner in London and had worked in Virginia as an 

architect/joiner/designer since 1755. To his credit were the interiors at George Masonôs, 

Gunston Hall (1755-1759) in Prince William County, Va., John Tayloeôs, Mt. Airy 

(1761-1763) in Richmond County, Va. and Edward Lloyd IVôs, Chase-Lloyd house 

(1771-1773) in Annapolis. By 1772, Buckland was referring to himself in legal 

documents as an "architect". Unfortunately, Buckland would die in 

December of 1774 at the age of  forty.  

Construction probably continued at a normal pace until the beginning 

of the American Revolution in 1776. Wartime problems  almost 

certainly slowed the finishing work making a definite completion date 

difficult to ascertain.  Whether Matthias Hammond ever lived in his 

grand house is a mystery. He did, however, rent a portion of the 

residence to local lawyer Jeremiah Townley Chase in 1779. This rental 

would begin the Chase family's long connection to the house.  There were other great 

Annapolitans to live in the stately structure.  The Pinkney family resided in the house in 

1811 when David B. Warden  noted that the Hammond House is "a large Elegant house, 

with a garden, belonging to Mr. Pinkney, [and] is offered for four thousand three hundred 

Dollars."   The Pinkney family moved from the house shortly thereafter only to open the 

door for another generation of Chases to call the place home.  The death of Jeremiah 

Townley Chaseôs great-granddaughter Hester Ann Harwood would eventually end the 

Chase-Loockerman-Harwood occupation of the site--145 years later . 

It was after Hester Ann's death that the house and its contents went up for auction.  In 

1926, the nearby St. John's College purchased the house for $47,000.  In the time that the 

college owned the site, the Harwood House was a kind of decorative arts classroom.  At 

one point, the house even became a college fraternity house.  Ultimately, it was the Great 

http://www.hammondharwoodhouse.org/Hammond%20Square.jpg
http://www.hammondharwoodhouse.org/Buckland.jpg
http://www.hammondharwoodhouse.org/Buckland%20Indenture.jpg
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Depression that forced the college to abandon the 1774 house.  In 1938, a group known 

as the Federated Garden Clubs of Maryland began renting the house from the College and 

later actually purchased the house and its surrounding property.  In 1940, the Hammond-

Harwood House Association was formed--the entity that still manages the site today. 

Architecture: 

William Buckland's Maryland Masterpiece 

The architecture of the English colonies in North America from 1607 to the Revolution is 

primarily an architecture built by regional artisans and influenced by the locally built 

environment. It is an architecture not designed as a whole from academic sources and not 

planned and executed by a professional architect. This type of architecture is variously 

described as being folk or vernacular.  Architecture that is the result of an academic 

tradition and is designed as a coordinated whole, by a 

professional architect is described as "high-style" or 

academic. 

Amos Rapoport, the co-author of the architectural 

treatise "Our Unpretentious Past" has stated that only 

5% of the worlds built environment is not vernacular. 

When considering the architectural landscape in pre-

Revolutionary North America, most scholars would 

probably agree that considerably less than 5% was 

academic.  What makes the Hammond-Harwood House significant in the history of 

American architecture is that it is, beyond a shadow of a doubt, academic architecture. 

This is the reason for the houseôs great importance. 

The Hammond-Harwood House is best described stylistically as an Anglo-Palladian villa. 

Anglo denoting that it comes form the culture of 18th century Britain, Palladian in that it 

derives from the architecture of the 16th century Venetian architect Andrea Palladio, and 

a villa because it fits the English (The Penguin Dictionary of Architecture, by Fleming, 

Honour and Pevsner, 1966) definition of "a detached house, for opulent persons, usually 

on the outskirts of town". 

Hammond-Harwood represents the ultimate contribution of William Buckland, who 

planned and supervised it. It also represents his best in its breadth of concept and 

fastidiousness of detailé. The building has a fine sense of scale, proportion, and even 

detail, while the almost pulsating profile of its three sections, connected by hyphens, 

carries great sophisticationé. The nearly square central block is quietly understated 

except for its impeccable front door, the framing of the window above it, and the bullôs 

eye window in the pediment (the latter inspired by a plate in James Gibbsôs A Book of 

Architecture, 1728). The entry ranks as one of the finest in U. S. Georgian [Anglo-

Palladian] architecture. Note that it garners extra attention because the windows 

alongside are modest (with the upper central exception) and shutterless. 
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On entering one finds a front hall lit only by a fanlight. However, a few steps farther on 

beyond the smallish front rooms and the separate stair passage at right, one enters ï or 

encounters ï the superb dining room, Bucklandôs masterpiece. The wood carving here 

reached an apogee, from the framing of the doors, windows, and interior shutters up to 

the intricate cornice encircling the ceiling. 

éit lays claim to being one of the most beautiful town houses in America. 

                                          --G. E. Kidder Smith,  Source Book of American Architecture, 

1996. 

http://www.hammondharwoodhouse.org/  

Admission Prices:  Adults $6.00, Children $3.00, College and Graduate Students with 

Valid ID $5.50. 

Hours of Operation:  The Museum is currently closed for the season. Group and school 

tours are always available. For more information please call: 410-263-4683 x15. 

High Season:  April - October:  Open Tuesday - Sunday, 12-5.  Last tour at 4:00. Group 

and School Tours any time.  Due to staffing difficulties, the Hammond-Harwood House 

may be closed on Major Holidays including Easter, Memorial Day, and Labor Day.  

Please call the museum's general information line to check museum hours on these days.  

Call 410-263-4683 ext. 16. 

 

Low Season:  November - March:  Special Events, Group and School Tours, Select 

Weekends. Call for specifics at 410-263-4683 ext. 16. 

http://www.hammondharwoodhouse.org/

